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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
5lst ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
APRIL 28-30, 1955 
MOBILE, ALABAMA — BATTLE HOUSE 
THEME: Lrpraries — GUARDIANS OF OuR LIBERTIES 


THURSDAY, APRIL 28 
p.m.- 8:00 p.m.—Registration 
p.m.-10:00 p.m.—Pre-conference workshop, Public Library Division, Miss Mildred 
Goodrich, presiding. Guest speaker, Miss Evelyn D. Mullen, 
Director, Public Library Service Division. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 29 

a.m.- 9:30 a.m.—Public Library Division Breakfast, Mrs. Nell Arsic, presiding. 
Guest speaker, Miss Ruth Warncke, Director of American Heri- 
tage Project: “Community Library Project.” 

a.m.- 9:30 a.m.—Alabama Chapter, Special Libraries Breakfast. Dr. Jerrold Orne, 
presiding. 

9:00 a.m.—Registration (Registration desk will be manned for the benefit of 
late comers until 2:00 p.m., April 30.) 

a.m.-11:00 a.m.—Business meeting, Public Library Division, Miss Mildred Goodrich, 
presiding. 

a.m.-12:00 p.m.—Executive Council, open meeting. 

p.m.- 2:30 p.m.—Friends of the Library Luncheon, Mr. Joe Langston, presiding. 
Guest speaker, Mr. Carl Lamson Carmer, Author: “The Ameri- 
can Fancy.” 

p.m.- 4:30 p.m.—First General Session, Mrs. Willa Boysworth, presiding. Guest 
speakers, Dr. Frank B. Sessa, Director, Miami Public Library, 
Miami, Florida; Miss Dorothy Ethlyn Cole, H. W. Wilson 
Company. 

p.m.- 5:30 p.m.—Free time for visiting Exhibitors’ Booths. 

p.m.-10:30 p.m.—Fish Fry and Square Dance, Alba Club. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30 


a.m.- 9:30 a.m.—College and Special Libraries Division Breakfast, Mrs. Margaret 
Hughes, presiding. Discussion Leader: Mr. Evan Ira Farber, 
“Is Higher Education Lukewarm Toward Audio-Visual In- 
struction?” 


a.m.-11:30 a.m.—Business meeting and introduction of Exhibitors. Mr. Joe Langston. 
presiding. Guest speaker: Dr. Mary D. Carter, Grolier Society, 
“Library Public Relations.” 

p.m.- 2:00 p.m.—School Librarians Division Luncheon, Miss Sybil Baird, presiding. 
Guest speaker, Miss Nancy Jane Day, President, American Asso- 
ciation School Librarians and Southeastern Library Association: 
“Thailand—Country of Contrasts.” 

p.m.- 6:00 p.m.—Free time for independent tours and visiting Exhibitors’ Booths. 

p.m.- 9:00 p.m.—Banquet, Mr. Joe Langston, presiding. Guest speaker, Dr. Francis 
Butler Simpkins, Southern Historian: “A Descent From the Sky: 
Southern Libraries.” 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 
ALABAMA LIBARAY ASSOCIATION 


CONSTITUTION 


(As Revised at the Annual Meeting of the Alabama Library Association, May 1953) 


ARTICLE 1—NAME 


Section 1. The name of this organization 

shall be the Alabama Library Association. 
ARTICLE II—OBJECTS 

Section 1. The purposes for which this 
Association is formed are to promote the 
welfare of libraries and the interests of li- 
brarians and those involved in the develop- 
ment of library service throughout the State 
of Alabama; to receive from any source vol- 
untary contributions, donations, or gifts or 
property of any kind, character and de- 
scription; and to use the same or any part 
thereof in carrying out the aforesaid pur- 
pose; to hold the same or any part thereof 
in trust and to maintain an endowment 
thereof, with power to use any part thereof 
or the income therefrom in fulfilling the 
purposes of this association. 


ARTICLE ITI—MEMBERS 


Section 1. Any person or institution in- 
terested in the objects of this association 
may become a member of the association 
on payment of the dues provided for in the 
by-laws. 

Section 2. The Association may from time 
to time elect as honorary members, persons 
who have given valuable aid toward the 
realization of the objectives to which the 
Association is dedicated. 

ARTICLE IV—MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 

Section 1. Members of this Association 
shall be divided by class into life members, 
annual members, and institutional members. 
Any corporation or association may become 
an institutional member and shall designate 
th name or names of persons applying for 
membership. These persons, as individuals, 
shall be entitled to all privileges of members. 


ARTICLE V—MANAGEMENT 
Section 1. The business of the Association 
shall be entrusted to the Executive Council. 
but the Association may, by three-fourths 


vote of those present and voting, take direct 
action or revise the action of the Executive 
Council or give it mandatory instruction. 


ARTICLE VI—OFFICERS 
Section 1. The officers of the Associa- 
tion shall be a president, a vice-president, a 
secretary and a treasurer. The vice-presi- 
dent shall be president-elect. This shall 
apply to the officers elected at the 1950 an- 
nual meeting, and thereafter. The officers 
shall be members of the Executive Council, 
and in addition to such officers the mem- 
bership of the Executive Council shall con- 
sist of the immediate past president, the 
American Library Association Councilor and 
three members of the Association elected at 
the regular meeting of the Association. All 
members of the Executive Council shall hold 
office for one year except the three mem- 
bers-at-large who shall be elected as follows: 
At the first election succeeding the effec- 
tive date of the provisions of this constitu- 
tion, one of such individuals shall be elected 
a member of the Executive Council for one 
year, one for two years, and one for three 
years. Thereafter the successors of such 
three members of the Executive Council 
shall be elected for a term of three years. 


ARTICLE VII—DUTIES OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1. The Executive Council shall 
meet immediately prior to the first session 
of the regular annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, and also between meetings of the 
Association on call of the President. 

Section 2. The Executive Council shall 
delegate to the President the appointment of 
all committees, but shall have the power to 
suggest appointments and shall have the 
final approval of all appointments made. 

Section 3. The Executive Council will 
approve all encumbrances and expenditures 
of Association funds, but may delegate to 
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the President authority to approve encum- 
brances and expenditures. 

Section 4. The Executive Council shall 
administer the business affairs of the Asso- 
ciation, and it shall have power in the 
intervals between the meetings of. the As- 
sociation to act on all matters on which five 
of the nine members reach agreement. 

Section 5. The Executive Council shall 
direct and provide for the publications of 
the Association. 

Section 6. The Executive Council shall 
choose an auditing committee of two whose 
findings shall be appended to the annual re- 
port of the Treasurer. 

Section 7. The decision of the Executive 
Council shall be final in all matters referred 
by the Association to the Executive Council 
for action. 

Section 8. The Executive Council shall 
have the authority to invite any person or 
persons to attend any meetings of the Coun- 
cil to render advice or information relative 
to the affairs of the Association. After re- 
ceiving such advice or information the 


Council shall go into executive session for 


the remainder of the meeting. 


ARTICLE VIII—MEETINGS 

Section 1. There shall be an annual 
spring meeting of the Association, the exact 
time and place to be determined by the 
Executive Council. Special meetings of the 
Association may be called by the Executive 
Council or may be called by the president, 
on request of ten members of the Associa- 
tion. At least three weeks’ notice shall be 
given for special meetings and only business 
mentioned in the call shall be transacted. 

Section 2. Between meetings of the As- 
sociation votes may be taken by mail when 
so authorized by the Executive Council, and 
a three-fourths vote shall be required to 
carry, provided this number is not less than 
fifty. 


ARTICLE IX—AMENDMENTS 
Section 1. This constitution may be 
amended at any meeting of the Association 
by a three-fourths vote of the members pro- 
vided that notices of the amendment be 
sent twenty days previously to the members 
of the Association. 
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Section 2. Any by-law may be amended, 
revoked or suspended by a three-fourths 
vote of those present and voting at any 
meeting of the Association. 


BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE 1—DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. The term of office of all of- 
officers of this Association shall commence 
at the adjournment of the annual meeting 
at which they are elected. 

Section 2. The duties of all officers shall 
be such as are ordinarily implied by their 
respective titles, except as modified by the 
by-laws. 

Section 3. The secretary and treasurer 
shall render annual reports to the Associa- 
tion at its annual meeting, and these re- 
ports shall be filed and preserved with the 
records of the Association. The officers of 
the Association shall deposit in the Ala- 
bama Department of Archives and History 
all correspondence, records, and archives not 
needed for current use. 

Section 4. The treasurer of the Associa- 
tion shall be an ex-officio member of both 
the Scholarship and Membership Commit- 
tee. 


ARTICLE II—DUES AND QUORUM 

Section 1. Dues for the current fiscal 
year shall accompany all applications for 
membership in the Association. 

Section 2. Annual dues shall be payable 
on the first day of January each year. 

Section 3. The treasurer shall mail not- 
ices of such dues to each member, within 
one week after the first day of January, and 
a second notice to all members who have 
failed to pay the same at a date not later 
than two weeks before the day of the open- 
ing of the annual meeting of the current 
year. 

Section 4. The membership year of the 
Association shall be from January 1 through 
December 31. Failure to pay dues for any 
year by the end of the annual spring meet- 
ting shall constitute forfeiture of member- 
ship. 

Section 5. Persons who have forfeited 
their membership through non-payment of 
dues may be reinstated upon payment of 
dues for the current year. 
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Section 6. Membership dues shall be as 
follows: 

Life—Twenty-five dollars. Such mem- 

bers shall be exempt from annual dues. 

Annual members—Two dollars per an- 
num. 

Institutional members—Two dollars per 
annum for each person named in the 
application for membership. 

Payment of dues by “new” members who 
join after October 1 of any year shall 
cover dues for the balance of the cur- 
rent year and also for the following 
membership year. 

Section 7. Twenty-five members shall 
constitute a quorum of the Association for 
the transaction of business. 

Section 8. The fiscal year of the Associa- 
tion shall be from June 1, through May 31. 


ARTICLE ITI—ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The order of business at the annual meet- 
ing may be as follows: 

1. Call to order 

2. Address of the President 

8. Reports of secretary, treasurer and 


A.L.A. delegate 
. Reports of Committees 
. Miscellaneous business 
. Resolutions 
. Election of officers 
. Adjournment 


ARTICLE IV—AFFILIATION WITH 
THE AMERICAN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 

Section 1. The treasurer shall pay to 
the American Library Association such an- 
nual dues as the schedule of the American 
Library Association shall show to be war- 
ranted by the membership of the Associa- 
tion on May 1. 

Section 2. A councilor shall be elected 
every four years to serve on the Council of 
the American Library Association. The 
president of the Association, with the ap- 
proval of the Executive Council, shall make 
any appointments necessary to fill vacancies 
that may occur. 


ARTICLE V—PUBLICATION 
Section 1. The Alabama Librarian shall 
be the official publication of the Association. 
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Section 2. The editor of the Alabama 
Librarian shall automatically become a 
member of the Executive Council. 


ARTICLE VI—DIVISIONS 
Section 1. Any twenty members having 
a distinct field of interest in librarianship 
may submit a petition to the Executive 
Board to form a Division of the Alabama 
Library Association. Upon approval by the 
Board, the Division is authorized to elect 


officers and to write its own by-laws. 
= = = = 


PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

The Constitution Revision Committee of 
the Alabama Library Association, Miss 
Boyce Broadus, Chairman, and Mr. Evan I. 
Farber and Miss Joanne Malone, members, 
recommend the following amendments to 
the Constitution and By-Laws. All words 
in italics are suggested deletions, and those 
IN CAPITALS are the suggested additions: 


CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE VI—OFFICERS 


Section 1. The officers of the Associa- 
tion shall be a president. a vice-president, 
a secretary, and a treasurer. The vice- 
president shall be president-elect. This 
shall apply to the officers elected at the 1950 
annual meeting and thereafter. The officers 
shall be members of the Executive Council, 
and in addition to such officers the mem- 
bership of the Executive Council shall con- 
sist of the immediate past president, the 
American Library Association Councilor, 
and three members of the Association, 
elected at the regular meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. All members of the Executive 
Council shall hold office for one year except 
the three members-at-large who shall be 
elected as follows: At the first election suc- 
ceeding the effective date of the provisions 
of this constitution, one of such individuals 
shall be elected a member of the Executive 
Council for one year, one for two years, and 
one for three years. Thereafter the suc- 
cessors of such three members of the Execu- 
tice Council shall be elected for a term of 
three years. THE SOUTHEASTERN LI- 
BRARY ASSOCIATION COUNCILOR, 
THE EDITOR OF THE ALABAMA LI- 
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BRARIAN, AND THE REPRESENTA- 
TIVES ELECTED BY THE DIVISIONS 
CHOSEN AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY- 
LAWS. 


ARTICLE VII—DUTIES OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


Add Section 1. 


Section 1. TWO-THIRDS OF THE 
TOTAL MEMBERS OF THE EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL CONSTITUTES A QUO- 
RUM. 

Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 become 
Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 8 and 9. 

Section 4. (Section 5 under proposed 
revision) The Executive Council shall ad- 
minister the business affairs of the Associa- 
tion and it shall have power in the intervals 
between meetings of the Association to act 
on all matters on which five of the nine 
members A SIMPLE MAJORITY OF 
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THOSE PRESENT reach agreement. 
By-Laws 
ARTICLE V—PUBLICATION 
Delete Section 2. 


Section 2. The editor of the Alabama 
Librarian shall automatically become a 
member of the Executive Council. 


ARTICLE VI—DIVISIONS 
Add Section 2. 


Section 2. EACH DIVISION SHALL 
ELECT TWO REPRESENTATIVES TO 
SERVE FOR TWO YEARS AS MEMBERS 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
TERMS OF REPRESENTATIVES SHALL 
EXPIRE ON ALTERNATE YEARS. THE 
FIRST YEAR THIS BY-LAW GOES IN- 
TO EFFECT DIVISIONS SHALL ELECT 
ONE REPRESENTATIVE FOR A ONE 
YEAR TERM AND ONE FOR A TWO- 
YEAR TERM. 














WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
SALE AND ACQUISITION OF 


Scientific periodicals: complete sets, short runs, 
single volumes—all fields, all languages 


Scientific books: out-of-print—domestic, foreign 


Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign 


periodicals 


All new books of U. S. and foreign publishers 


Send requirements and offers to 


WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
125 East 23 Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


: Telephone: ORegon 7-6713 


Cable address: BOOKJOHNS, N. Y. | 


Branch offices in London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 
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COME SEE US IN MOBILE TOWN 


Come down to Mobile Town when the 
Alabama Library Association meets here 
April 28 to May 1 and see for yourself! 

Come by air — and see the vast network 
of rivers that make Mobile Bay, and Ala- 
bama. 

Come by train — and don’t miss seeing 
the Mothball Fleet, anchored in one of the 
many rivers just outside of Mobile, rusting 
away with the years. See the first glimpses 
of the Port of Mobile, now fifth largest in 
the nation. 

Come by bus — and approach Mobile 
through beautiful rolling country and still 
heavy stands of timber or through busy 
towns along Highway 31. 

Come by car — and take it easy. Enjoy 
the full flowering of spring along the road 
that leads into the Gulf Coast area. 

Come to Mobile (not the Honeysuckle 
Town Julius LaRosa sings about—everyone 
knows Mobile invented the Azalea Trail!) 
and see how the old and the new are blend- 
ing in Mobile. A sightseeing tour of Mo- 
bile leads off along Government Street, one 
of the most beautiful main thoroughfares in 
America. There will be enough historic 
points along the way to satisfy the most his- 
toric minded. Even a trip to the Public 
Library is touched with history—the Li- 
brary’s rear windows look out on old Church 
Street Graveyard, where the yellow fever 
victims were buried. 

Come to Mobile and visit your, yes, 





YOUR State Docks. Get the feel of world 
trade and commerce that this growing ser- 
vice imparts to all visitors. The guides are 
well trained, interested and most courteous, 
and you will return home with a new re- 
spect for Alabama’s future. 

Don’t fail to visit the new Waterman 
Steamship Building lobby, with its massive 
globe and its striking murals. Stop at the 
new L & N Railroad depot and see how 
architecturally attractive a really modern 
station can be. 

Even though the azalea season is past, 
visit the Bellingrath Gardens for the sheer 
beauty of the landscaping and to enjoy the 
roses and other flowers which will be bloom- 
ing. Visit Dauphin Island (if the bridge is 
finished by then) and see old Fort Gaines. 

Note the old fireplace in the second floor 
of one of the buildings, but don’t carry it 
away. 

Take time to drive over to Baldwin Coun- 
ty and see your Alabama State Park, the 
only one with open Gulf waters, unprotected 
by the string of channel islands that stretch 
from Texas to Florida. See famous Fort 
Morgan, designed by Michelangelo and 
lately restored through the efforts of 
Hatchett Chandler, self-appointed custodian 
who came to Baldwin County to die and 
has since been too busy restoring the Fort. 

Come to Mobile Town — we are all 
watching for you! 

—Gretchen K. Schenk 
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CLAKEY BELL 


The death of Mr. Clakey Bell, owner of the Tuscaloosa Library 
Bindery, beloved friend of Alabama librarians, removed from our 
midst one of our most ardent members and one of our staunchest 
friends. The Alabama Library Association meetings will never be 
quite the same without his sunny smiling personality and our library 
offices will miss his frequent visits. It was indeed always a pleas- 
ant occasion when Mr. Bell stopped by — whether he obtained 
our bindery business or not — he was our friend and his cheery 
word and smile rewarded all those whom he met. The Association 
is very much in debted to Mr. Bell for his generosity through the 
years in providing many materials which added so much to the 
success of our conventions. Generous of his time and his resources, 
Mr. Bell made a unique place for himself in the affairs of the 
Association and the library business of the State. His spirit will 
long be an inspiration and a source of hope and courage to us all. 


John K. Cameron 
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From the President .. . 


Lively, interesting, informative; and aimed 
at college, public, school and special libra- 
riauns. This is the program for the Mobile 
mecting. It would take too long to detail 
the work of the various planning groups, 
but let it suffice to say that these hard 
working people believe you will be indi- 
vidually and professionally rewarded by at- 
tending the Annual Convention in Mobile 
on April 28, 29 and 30. 

Each of our Conventions has been out- 
standing, and each of them has reflected 
the growth and development of libraries and 
librarianship. All of the experiences of the 
past are invaluable in today’s thinking and 
planning. At the same time, the forward 
look demands a healthy respect for the 
growing specialization, the transitions and 
developments in the field of librarianship. 
This is a healthy growth. If, however, we 
are to give a true evaluation to these pro- 
cesses in terms of the Association there must 
be a continuing consideration of the main 
body of knowledge and functions common 
to all librarians. The committees most con- 
cerned with working out the details of the 
program have executed a remarkable ful- 
fillment of these requirements. We all hope 
that no librarian in the state will miss the 
Mobile Meeting. 

I am sure that each retiring President 
looks forward to his or her meeting as the 
presiding officer. At the same time the 


President must take a backward look at the 
year’s activities and purposes. There is al- 
ways much which each of us would have 
liked to accomplish and which remains un- 
finished. Happily, the Association, operat- 
ing under its established constitution and 
by-laws, provides for a new President who 
not only continues the projects already un- 
der way, but advances new ideas and points 
of view. I will not attempt to make a 
statement about the work of the various 
committees since the membership will re- 
ceive a complete report on this at the time of 
the meeting. I would, however, like espec- 
ially to express my very warm and sincere 
appreciation to the Council, to the several 
Committee Chairmen and members for their 
consistent efforts on behalf of the Associa- 
tion, and for their fine sense of help and 
cooperation. The Divisions are ably and 
strongly represented on Council. It should 
be a matter of real pride to the Association 
that there exists within this group not only a 
profound sense of respect for the various 
areas of librarianship, but for the Association 
as a composite organization. 

In the death of Mr. Clakey Bell on Jan- 
uary 25 the Alabama Library Association 
lost a real friend and benefactor. Mr. Bell 
was admired and trusted by librarians, and 
his constant loyalty to the Association will 
serve aS a permanent memorial to him 
throughout the state. 

Jor D. LANcsTon 
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NOMINATIONS FOR ASSOCIATON OFFICERS 


The Nominating Committee of the Alabama Library Association submits the 
following slate for consideration at the Annual Business Session to be held in April, 


President: Mrs. Willa Boysworth, Librarian, Huntingdon College, Montgomery 

Vice-President and President-Elect: Mrs. Jean Hoffman, Assistant Librarian, 
Woodlawn High School, Birmingham 

Secretary: Miss Florine Oltman, Air University Library, Maxwell AFB 

Treasurer: Miss Marion Neal, Librarian, Public Library, Dothan. 


Nominating Committee: 
Fannie Schmitt, Chairman 
Paul Spence 
Evelyn Peeler 
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OUT OF MY VERTICAL FILE 


By Lots T. Mutter, Alabama Polytechnic Institute Library 


(To many members of that portion of the world that does not earn its living by work- 
ing in libraries, the life of a librarian is believed to be a pretty dull, drab, dreary affair. 


Sometimes, perhaps, it is. 
ways. 


But sometimes, too, it can be rewarding in various big and little 
Mrs. Miller has found this to be true in a pastime she has developed — digging 


and delving in miscellaneous old records filed away in the Auburn archives, and unearth- 


ing entertaining little footnotes to the history of that excellent institution. 


Possibly they 


are of only slight significance; possibly, even, they are of no great interest to many busy 


modern librarians. 


It is also possible, however, that, by pointing up certain changes that 


have been made, these little footnotes may serve to remind today’s librarians, who know 
of other changes which need to be made, that these changes, too, can and will be brought 
With this thought in mind, some of Mrs. Miller's notes are here pre- 


about eventually. 
sented.—Ed.) 


Students at API are often irked by the 
rules and regulations enforced in the Li- 
brary. They should look in my file at the 
Library Rules, 1901-1902, and cease to 
sigh. In that year no kind professor ar- 
ranged for conducted tours to be made 
through the Library by still kinder librarians 
for the benefit of freshman. Then the lowly 
“Rat” was indeed low, and the Soph was 
little higher. The Library was open to 
Juniors and Seniors only from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. The hoi polloi was allowed in from 
2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Apparently nobody was 
allowed in the rest of the time. 

a a a * 

Rules for the behavior of students en- 
gaged in research were set down in clear 
terms in 1901. “Lounging in the Library 
is prohibited.” “No chewing, smoking, or 
spitting is allowed in the Library.” 

2 a o 2 

The burden of library work fell on the 
Librarian, oddly enough. Students were not 
encouraged in self-help. In fact, they were 
not allowed to remove books from the 
shelves, nor were they allowed to have more 
than two books out at once. 

= o a od 

It must have been a consolation to stu- 
dents to read Article 6: “These regulations 
apply to members of the faculty and in- 
structors as well as to students.” 

a = = o 

Flourishing in Auburn in the 80’s were 
two indomitable literary societies. the Wirt 
and the Websterian. Credit for the found- 


ing of the API Library is generally given 
these societies, but they left small record 
of their activities in my vertical file — only 
a program for a joint debate on March 1, 
1881. The program states that the disput- 
ants are members of the Sophomore class, 
A. & M. College, Auburn, Alabama. The 
subject chosen for debate betrays the de- 
baters, as none but Sophomores would dare 
admit that such a topic might be debatable. 
Speculation runs wild at the idea. What if 
these two had faced each other on opposite 
sides of the battle field? History would 
have changed its course; the Civil War 
would have ended in a stalemate. The 
subject? “Which was the greater General, 
Lee or Jackson?” 
= o a cod 

Financial transactions and bookkeeping 
systems were simple indeed when Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute was Alabama Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College. My vertical 
file yields several old itemized and receipted 
bills in the late 70’s and early 80’s. One 
is for $178 worth of stationery, bill heads, 
envelopes, receipt books. The largest item 
on the account is “5,000 copies catalogue, 
40pp @ $3.47.” 

a cod = & 

The next bill is plainly concerned with 
laboratory materials: batteries. beakers, as- 
sorted test tubes. As we assume this to 
be a year’s supply, we marvel at the total 
of $10.69 (which includes 35c for box and 
packing). The bill head from this Phila- 
delphia firm is something to see. It repre- 
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sents itself as “Manufacturers of Druggists’. 
Chemists’ and Perfumers’ Flint and Green 
Glassware; Druggists’ Sundries; Proprietors 
of Whitall’s Patent Fruit Jars.” 
o = ° o 
On February 21, 1880, the treasurer of 
Alabama A. & M. College paid the Post- 
master $9.00 for a month’s supply of post- 
age — bought on credit! 
a * * a 
Students who spend long, weary, frustrat- 
ing hours at the registration tables each 
quarter will appreciate the ease with which 
one student entered Auburn in January of 


2 * 
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1880. Parents who pay late registration 
fees will also be interested in this letter 
from my vertical file: 


“Dear Sir: 


Please enter George in whatever de- 
partment his teachers may assign him. 
He will be prepared with his fees by 
the opening of the term in Feb. Dr. 
Broun tells him if he enters now he 
will be charged only for one term. If 
he cannot be entered on the above con- 
ditions, please inform me and oblige. 


Yours respectfully, 


The MOBILE PUBLIC LIBRARY writes that they are anxious to obtain original or 
photostatic copies of any picture or articles dealing with Captain H. L. Hunley or the 
submarine he built at Mobile, called the Hunle(d)y, in 1863-64, as well as any other early 


Mobiliana that may be stuffed away in anyone’s attic or stacks. 


Smith, c/o the Library. 


Contact Mrs. Carter 
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AIR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


By Rosert M. Licurroot, Jr., Librarian, Air War College 


On or about June 1 of this year, if 
nothing happens to change present plans, 
ground will be broken for a library build- 
ing that should eventually become one of 
the finest in the South. 


Air University, which boasts the largest 
total enrollment of any educational institu- 
tion in the world, and has existed up to 
now largely in buildings scattered all over 
Maxwell Air Force Base, has at last begun 
construction of a planned campus. Work is 
well along on five large classroom and of- 
fice buildings, and space has been reserved 
in the exact center of the group for the 
library building. 


After years of planning, rejecting of plans, 
and revising of plans, the architects’ efforts 
have at last been approved, and _ builders 
have been invited to submit their bids. As 
soon as these formalities are over, the spade- 
work will begin. 


The building will eventually be in the 
shape of a large “H”, with the crossbar two 
stories in height and the vertical parts one 
story. Half of the building will be erected 
at the start, and the other half somewhat 
later. 


The library will be in harmony archi- 
tecturally with the other campus and base 
structures, which is to say it will be of steel 
frame construction, with exterior walls of 


concrete blocks, overlaid with stucco. Roof- 
ing will be tile and gravel, over two inches 
of insulation. Windows, of which there 
will be very few, are to be of the fixed steel 
sash variety. Flooring will be of various 
kinds of tile, and ceilings, which will be 
luminous in part, will be covered with 
acoustic tile. Interior walls are to be of 
concrete block and plaster construction, with 
movable metal partitions. Heating will be 
by steam. and cooling by chilled water from 
a central plant. In the main, flourescent 
lighting will be used. 

Floor space is, at least tentatively, being 
allotted as follows: 








Ist Floor 
General Reading Area 14,860 sq. ft 
Classified Reading Area ____. 9,000 
Technical Processing —..__.. 7,585 
Administration — 3,400 
ee 
Services 12,785 
| nme! 50,450 
2nd Floor 
Audio-Visual Center _..........10,450 
Book-Stacks -............... : . 9,100 
MIs sescisaiicinsnigenn ees 19,550 


Grand Total, 


Ist and 2nd Floors _........70,000 
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When Southern University and Bir- 
mingham College merged in 1918, the 
library for the new school on the Hilltop 
was a one-room affair. In 1923, through 
the generosity of the Phillips family, 
Birmingham-Southern dedicated the M. 
Paul Phillips Library, a three-story fire- 
proof building. Within the next fifteen 
years, the growth of the book collection, 
hand in hand with the development of 
the college, necessitated a stack addition 
which was financed by a grant from the 
General Education Board of New York. 

With the addition of approximately 
2,000 volumes annually, the Library 
houses at the present time 79,000 
volumes, exclusive of public documents. 
A modest record collection and the Car- 
negie music score and picture collections 
are also popular facilities. Acquisition 
through the McGregor plan in the late 
1930’s brought a choice number of items 
of Americana and early maps to the Li- 
brary as a nucleus for the Rare Books 
Collection. 

For storage reasons, over a third of the 
350 current periodical subscriptions are 
discarded after a two year period but 


preserved for reference on microfilm. 
Other serial material has recently been 
purchased on microcard. Reading equip- 
ment, two microfilm readers and one 
microcard reader, has been adequate so 
far in meeting the demands of the fac- 
ulty, students, and research workers in 
the area in their use of the Library’s 
microreproduction. Two. conference 
rooms and a periodical lounge offer stu- 
dents the advantage of informal group 
study and attract honors and_ tutorial 
classes to the Library. 

All students enrolled in the College 
are encouraged in leisure reading and the 
ownership of books by the annual Senior 
Personal Library Award. This contest is 
sponsored jointly by the Library and The 
Cellar. Selected titles from the winning 
library and the owner’s essay are among 
the Library’s special displays for Alumni 
Day Open House. 

The Library program is carried on 
with four full time professionals and 
eighteen student assistants. 


—Margaret Hughes 
Director of the Library 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF COUNCIL 
JANUARY 15, 1955 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association met Saturday, January 
15th, at 10:30 A.M. at the Mobile Public 
Library. 

Present were: Joe Langston. Sybil Baird. 
Margaret Hughes, Willa Boysworth. Ken- 
neth Cameron. Ruth Schaeffer, and Jean 
Hoffman. 

Members who could not attend were: 
Pauline Foster, Laura Gaines Sprott. Bob 
Bell, and Robert Lightfoot. 

In addition to Council, the President had 
invited all committee chaimen to attend 
and submit reports. The only chairman 
able to attend was Joe Templeton, Chair- 
man of Local Arrangements for the conven- 
tion to be held April 28-30 at the Battle 
House, Mobile, Alabama. Other chairmen 
submitted written reports. 

Council then discussed the following com- 
mittee reports as presented by the Presi- 
dent: 

RECRUITING COMMITTEE: Comply- 
ing with the request from the Chairman, 
Mrs. Mary Lou Griffin, Council authorized 
the purchase of 3.000 leaflets entitled, 
Paging Your Future, from the American Li- 
brary Association. Mrs. Griffin was in- 
structed to distribute these to high schools. 
colleges, and other educational institutions. 
The President was asked to assist her in 
composing a letter to be directed to the 
proper official in each of these institutions 
explaining the source and availability of 
these leaflets. Council suggested further 
that librarians be alerted to this material. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE: In the ab- 
sence of the Chairman, Dr. Terrold Orne, 
the President read the report of the Planning 
Committee. The primary objective of the 
committee at present is the compilation in 
book form of all legislation relating to. li- 
braries in Alabama. This is being accom- 
plished with the cooperation of the Legis- 
lative Committee. Collection of data is now 
under way and will be published when 
complete. 


The President then read a letter from 
Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, a member of the 
Planning Committee, regarding the proposed 
survey of state library facilities. Dr. Hoole 
stated that his efforts to obtain funds from 
private foundations had been unsuccessful. 
Therefore, he had conferred with officials 
close to the incoming administration, who 
had advised that the Governor would give 
careful consideration to the project. 

Council approved a congratulatory tele- 
gram to Mr. Peter Brannon as the new Di- 
rector of the Department of Archives and 
History. 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: This 
committee is working with the Planning 
Committee in collecting data for the publi- 
cation in book form of all legislation relating 
to libraries in this state. Mrs. W. D. 
Thomason, Chairman, has appointed Mrs. 
Emily M. Danton and Mrs. M. W. Holmes 
to serve on this committee. 

FEDERAL RELATIONS: A letter from 
Julia Bennett, Director of the Washington 
office of A. L. A., regarding the library 
services bill, prompted the President to write 
a letter to Rep. Carl Elliott, endorsing the 
bill and asking that he introduce the bill 
in the House and work toward its passage. 

The President then read a report from 
Mrs. Leo B. Roberts, Chairman of Federal 
Relations, in which she urged all members 
of the association to “go to bat” now by 
writing Senator Hill. In accordance with 
Mrs. Roberts’s written request, Council was 
instructed by the President to write Senator 
Hill and the co-sponsors of the bill. These 
are: Senators Aiken (Vermont), Douglas 
(Illinois), Jackson (Washington), Mansfield 
(Montana). Carlson (Kansas), Ives (New 
York), and Langer (North Dakota). 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
EDUCATION: The President’ stated that 
he had written Dr. A. R. Meadows, in-com- 
ing Superintendent of Education, in accord- 
ance with the policy suggested by the 
American Library Association, urging Dr. 
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Meadows to have librarians participate in 
the planning meeting for our own state 
conference, which must be held prior to the 
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
EDUCATION, scheduled by President Eis- 
enhower, for November 1955. 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: At the 
request of Miss Mabel Willoughby, Chair- 
man, Council approved a notice in the next 
issue of the Alabama Librarian, asking mem- 
bers of the Association to contribute one 
dollar to the scholarship fund. 

MEMBERSHIP: The report of the Chair- 
man. Mrs. Jimmie M. McWhorter, as read 
by the President revealed the total mem- 
bership now stands at 526, the largest in 
the history of the association. Council 
members present commended Mrs. Mc- 
Whorter for her enthusiasm and the fine 
work which she and her committee have 
done. 

HANDBOOK REVISION: Council ap- 
proved Mr. Kenneth Cameron as Chairman. 

CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE: The 
President read a report from Miss Boyce 
Broadus, Chairman, regarding proposed 
amendments to the constitution. Council, 
after discussion, instructed Miss Sybil Baird 
to assist with the proposed amendments, 
since she had a suggestion regarding proper 
representation on Council of the various 
types of libraries in the Association. This 
proposed revision is to be discussed during 
the general business meeting to be held on 
Saturday, April 30th. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Mrs. Ruth 
Schaeffer, Treasurer, stated that the Asso- 
ciation now has on hand $2,159.48. 

As the last order of business at the morn- 
ing session, the President stated that, due 
to the resignation of Bob Bell, the program 
chairman, it was necessary to appoint an- 
other. Council after discussion, approved 
the appointment of the Secretary, Mrs. Jean 
Hoffman, as the program chairman for the 
convention. Miss Martha Gatlin was ap- 
pointed to serve from the Mobile area. 

Following lunch Council met with the 
Mobile Convention Committee for the purt- 
pose of making definite plans for the meet- 
ing to be held April 28, 29, 30 at the Battle 
House. 
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The President announced the appoint- 
ment of the following chairmen: Local 
Chairman of Arrangements, Mr. Joe Temple- 
ton; Exhibits, Clarence Tilger; Social, Mrs. 
Myrtle Bozeman; Registration, Mrs. Jimmie 
\M[cWhorter; Program, Mrs. Jean Hoffman. 

Two Mobile Library Board members were 
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present and took part in the discussion of 
the tentative schedule for the convention. 
Council members also attended a dinner 
meeting of the Mobile Library Club at 
which time the President made a brief ad- 
dress with regards to assistance from Mobile 
libraries in planning the convention. 


wcentnsapen: 8 its ine~ese secure when you buy 
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ALABAMA BOUND — VII 


By Sarau A. VERNER, University of Alabama Library 


Anniston Public Library (Mildred Good- 
rich, Librarian). Survey of Community 
Resources and Needs for Adult Education. 
Anniston, Ala., The Library, 1954. 29 p. 
gratis. This community survey is the re- 
sult of a library adult education project 
conducted by a grant from the American 
Library Association. 


Cantrell, Clyde H., and Patrick, Walton 
R. Southern Literary Culture; a Biblio- 
graphy of Master's and Doctor’s Theses. 
University of Alabama Press. 1955. 124 p. 
$3.00. Mr. Cantrell, Director of libraries 
and Mr. Patrick, head of the English De- 
partment, both of A.P.I. have listed 2529 
titles concerned with Southern Literature 
upon which graduate students have written 
their M.A. and Ph.D. theses. Study covers 
graduate schools throughout the United 
States. , 


Draughon, Ralph B. Alabama Polytech- 
nic Institute. N.Y., Newcomen Society in 
North America, 1954. 28 p. gratis. Presi- 
dent of A.P.I. gives a short history of the 
college in an address before the 1953 Ala- 
bama Dinner of the Newcomen Society of 
England, held at the Tutwiler Hotel in Bir- 
mingham, Dec. 15, 1953. 


Farmer, Laurence, M.D., editor. Doctor’s 
Legacy. Harper, 1955. 267 p. $3.50. 
History and progress of medicine through 
the ages is recorded by letters from doctors 
to their colleagues, friends, and sons who 
would follow them. Native of Montgomery 
is the editor of this book. 


Gallalee, John Morin. The University of 
Alabama: A Short History. N.Y., New- 
comen Society in North America, 1953. 24 
p. gratis. Address delivered by the former 
president of the University of Alabama at 
the 1952 Alabama Dinner of the Newcomen 
Society of England, held at the Mountain 
Brook Club, Birmingham, Dec. 16, 1952. 
Grau, Shirley Ann. The Black Prince, 
Knopf, 1954. 296 p. $3.50. Former Mont- 


gomerian uses Alabama, Louisiana, Mont- 
gomery, and New Orleans for her settings 
in the nine short stories which compose this 
collection. 


Hoole, William Stanley. The James Boys 
Rode South: Thrilling New Episode in the 
Fabulous Careers of Frank and Jesse James 
and Their Comrades in Crime: the Real 
Story of Their Only Foray into the Deep 
South and the Subsequent Trial of Frank 
James in the U. S. Court, Huntsville, Ala- 
bama, for the Robbery of a Government 
Paymaster at Muscle Shoals, March lI, 
1881; illustrated by Charles Brooks. Tusca- 
loosa, privately printed, 1955. 54 p. $3.75. 
The Librarian of the University of Alabama 
entertainingly tells the heretofore unknown 
story of the famous desperadoes in Alabama. 


Keller, Helen. The Story of My Life. 
Doubleday, 1954. 382 p. $3.95. This 
new volume of the life of Alabama’s own 
Helen Keller includes the original story plus 
a wealth of new material including personal 
letters. 


Kulski, W. W. The Soviet Regime. Syra- | 
cuse University Press, 1954. 800 p. $8.00. 
A comprehensive study of communism and 
how it is used to mold social, cultural and 
political life in Russia. Written by a former 
University of Alabama professor, under a ¥ 
grant from the University Research Com- } 
mittee. 


Lloyd, Stewart, J. Eugene Allen Smith, 


Alabama’s Great Geologist. N.Y., New- § 
comen Society in North America, 1954. | 
22 p. gratis. Dr. Lloyd, of the University, 
gives a sketch of Eugene Allen Smith, state 
geologist of Alabama for 54 years. Address ° 
presented at the 1954 Alabama Dinner of 

the Newcomen Society of England, at the | 
Mountain Brook Club, Dec. 14, 1954. 


Sorenson, Virginia. The House Next 
Door: Utah 1896. Scribner, 1954. 223 p. 
$3.00. Mrs. Sorenson, formerly of A.P.l, § 
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writes of Utah’s struggle for statehood as 
seen through the eyes of a sixteen year old 
girl, who records the events in her diary. 
A book for adolescents. 
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book for youthful readers by an Alabama 
author. 


Sterne, Emma Gelders. Long, Black 


Schooner: the Voyage of the Amisted. N. Y., 
Aladdin, 1953, 192 p. $1.75. This new 
volume in the American Heritage Series is 
written by Alabama's Mrs. Sterne. 


Sterne, Emma Gelders. How Rabbit Stole 
Fire: a Cherokee Legend. N. Y., Aladdin 
Books, 1954, unpaged. $2.25. A new 


o a * * 2 


Mildred Crowe, Librarian of the University of Alabama Medical Center, Birmingham, 
has resigned to accept a similar position at the University of Miami, effective April 15. 


7 * 2 ww a 


Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, University of Alabama Librarian, has been granted a leave 


of absence to serve as a visiting lecturer in the University of Illinois Library School during 
the 1955 Summer School. 


2 —- ~ * 2 


Like to see your name in SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARIAN’S VARIA Column? Please 
send all news concerning staff appointments, changes in personnel, new buildings, rare 
book collections, bequests, etc. to the Chairman for this state, Mrs. Jean Hoffman, 928 
Hillcrest Avenue, Birmingham 6. Deadline for the next issue is May 10. 
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NOWIS THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD 
LIBRARIANS ... 


The Alabama Library Association has four loan scholarships: 


Alabama Library Association Scholarship Award ($1,000) 
Lila May Chapman Scholarship Award ($500) 

Thomas M. Owen Scholarship Award ($300) 

Marie Bankhead Owen Scholarship Award ($150) 


The present recipients of the Scholarships are: 


Mr. Joseph A. Jackson, Library School, Peabody College 
(Alabama Library Association Scholarship Award) 


Miss Joan Davis, Library School, University of N. Carolina 
(Lila May Chapman Scholarship Award) 


Miss Hilda Waddell, Emory University (Thomas M. 
Owen and Marie Bankhead Owen Scholarship Awards) 


THE ASSOCIATION HAS NO AVAILABLE FUNDS FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIP, AND UNTIL THE PRESENT RE- 
CIPIENTS FINISH THEIR RESPECTIVE LIBRARY SCHOOLS 
AND ARE SAFELY LAUNCHED IN PAYING POSITIONS, THE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND WILL REMAIN AT AN ALL TIME LOW. 

This is an appeal to the members of the Association for a contri- 
bution to the Scholarship Fund! If every member comes to the rescue 


with a minimum contribution of $1.00, the Association can easily 
send another student to library school next year. 


At the Registration Table in Mobile, you will be given an op- 
portunity to make a contribution to the Scholarship Fund or if you 
wish to make a donation prior to the annual meeting, you may send 
your contribution directly to the Treasurer of the Association. 


BUT 


Do made a contribution!!! 





All contributions to this fund are deductible from income tax! 


Mabel E. Willoughby 
Chairman 
Scholarship Committee 
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NEW LIFE Means Better Library Styling 


Clean, performative lines and elegant sim- 
plicity are important themes in contemporary archi- 
tecture. In the library field, trendmakers like Sjéstrém 
of Philadelphia are keenly aware of current needs, 
both esthetic and practical. 


As a result, NEW LIFE library furniture is a dynamic 
example of elegant, performative equipment. The 
demand for NEW LIFE is growing, for it has been 
realized that its fresh design assists the architect, 
delights the librarian and inspires the library public. 





in Alabama: 


BODINE, BRYSON, & ROLLING 


719 SOUTH 20TH STREET, BIRMINGHAM 4, ALABAMA 
Telephone: 54-4636 
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The Southeastern Library Association will hold its next meeting in Roanoke, Virginia, 
October 11-13, 1956. Dues in this organization are $2.00 for those who are members of 
a state association. 


a 2 2 2 oO 


In looking back over the records of the past year or so, a most regrettable omission 
was discovered, and the staff rushes to make amends to the best of its ability by belatedly 
publishing notice of it. At last year’s conference in Montgomery, the Jefferson County 
Student Library Assistants Organization presented to Mrs. Pauline Foster a check for $200, 
to be added to a gift of $100 already given by this group, to provide a loan scholarsh'p 
for the study of school librarianship at the University of Alabama. On behalf of the Asso- 
ciation it represents, the ALABAMA LIBRARIAN adds its very sincere thanks for this truly 
generous gift. 


a = * * ood 


Shirley Brother, until recently a WAC Cuptain, has returned to her duties as Field 
Representative, Public Library Service Division. Mrs. Elizabeth P. Beamguard, who was 
pinch-hitting for her, is now with Mrs. Lois R. Green, at her new library in LaGrange, 
Georgia. 
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Card Catalog Cabinets 
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ee 





























Tue ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 








TRIED — with difficult BINDING PROBLEMS 
PROVED -— by SATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE 
ACCEPTED -— by our CUSTOMERS 

WORTHY -— of their PATRONAGE 

CERTIFIED — by the LIBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE 














BINDERY, INC. 


324 E. NINTH STREET CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 

















Do you have a nev assistant? Do you have a new boss? Do you have a new col- 
league? Do you know of anyone with a new library job? If so, give him, her, yourself, 
or them, as the case may be, a break by sending in an announcement about it, with a 
picture, if possible, for the ALABAMA LIBRARIAN’S “Who's New” section. Have you 
done any bibliographical philosophizing? Have you built or are you planning to build a 
new library? Have you done or thought anything interesting? If so, write about it to 
the Editor. He wants to put out a good magazine — but he con't do it without your help. 








COMPTON’S Pictured ENCYCLOPEDIA 
The best bargain in the encyclopedia field! 


The Fact-Index (thumbtabbed at the back of each volume) is the secret of the 

amazing coverage of information in the 15 Compton volumes. Without 

the space-saving (and time-saving) Fact-Index, 40% more space or 6 
additional volumes would be needed to give equal coverage. 


Write today for information on the 1955 edition and a free copy of 
Ruth Sawyer’s article, “How to Tell a Story.” 


F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY, Publishers 








100 North Dearborn Street Chicago 10, Illinois 
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COLLEGE — UNIVERSITY — SPECIAL 
NOMINATIONS 


The College, University, and Special Division of the Alabama Library Associa- 
tion presents the following slate of officers for the year 1955-1956: 
Chairman: Mrs. Vivian Lawson, Reference Librarian, University of Alabama 
Library 
Vice-Chairman, and Chairman-Elect: Mr. Clarence Tilger, Librarian, MOAMA 


Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Cleopha Collins, Reference Librarian, Alabama Poly- 
technic Institute Library 


Nominating Committee: 
John K. Cameron, Chairman 
Lucille Crutcher 
Abi Russell 














INCREASE 
CIRCULATION 


at less Cost 


WITH PLASTI-KLEER““ Book Jacket Covers 
Increase Circulation by 


Save Dollars by 
@ Use of Jacket to attract readers... @ Substituting for lacquering of books. 
and to vary reader interest. 


@ Use of Call No. Label (instead of hand 
@ Use of rear cover for library public re- lettering book spines). 
lations. 


@ No cutting and pasting in of synopsis. 
@ Adding color, brightness to library. @ Eliminating about 75% of re-binding. 


LIBRARY EFFICIENCY CORPORATION 
A DIVISION OF 


BRO-DART INDUSTRIES 


78 EAST ALPINE STREET 





NEWARK 5, NEW JERSEY 








The Tuscaloosa County Library, with a collection of 31,957 books, had a circulation of 


almost 300,000 last year. How many other libraries in the state can point to a record as 
impressive as that? 





